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don"t know. The nature of a preacher is to preach. Whenever a
preacher sees a captive audience, that"s something in him that
is put there through the genes, or her, will come forth and the
person just goes on and on and on. But these senators who
invite these preachers have an obligation to let them know what
their role is. They"re not going to convert anybody. They"re
not to preach a sermon. They should be very brief, to the
point, shut up, and then they can hang around if they want to.
But 1 am not going to stand by and watch these kind of
activities go on. | listen in my office so that 1°11 know when
to come up here and check in. I"m not going to say that what
I"ve just uttered 1is the last 1711 say on the subject, but 1
think it"s enough for this morning because I"ve made my position
clear. When these people come here, and 1"Il wrap it up, we
have not checked in, so the Legislature is not in session. So
that means anybody is free to come up here and walk around the
floor and do what they want to do. I will chow consideration to
these people and my colleagues when they stand up there and pray
or preach over vyou all, whatever they want to do, even though
they know it"s pointless and it doesn"t even take on them. But
I"'m not going to be a nice person and listen to the sermons go
on, or when somebody is giving their political views up there or
supporting a political position of this country, [I"m going to
come up here and state my view at the same time. And if it
turns into a shouting match, you all will see how business is
conducted in England with their Parliament, where people talk
out loud, where they boo, where they interrupt. And if that"s
the game you all want to play. I"m up to it. We"re reaching the
point in the session and I"m listening to things that senators
are saying, hypocritical things, that have put me in the frame
of mind now where collegiality is out the window. I also heard,
and 1 hope it's a rumor, that my colleagues on the
Appropriations Committee have converted the tobacco trust fund
into a slush fund for the Governor, and | want to serve notice
that if that"s true you all are going to have a very hard time
putting any additional tax on cigarettes. That is not going to
be a way to increase the amount in that slush fund; and I1°d hate
to believe that my friends on the Appropriations Committee
rolled over and became mats for the Governor to walk on, wipe
his feet on, and show that he has not only no respect for the
Legislature, no respect for the Appropriations Committee, but no
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